BE IT KNOWN that I. Ian PEEK, have Invented certain new and 
useful improvements In 

GOLF TRAINING APPARATUS 

of which the following is a complete specification: 


BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 


The present invention relates to a golf training apparatus. 

One of the main difficulties in playing golf is hitting the golf ball 
in a straight direction. 85% of all golfers tend to swing the golf club from 
outside to inside, resulting in the ball flying from left to right, which is called 
a "slice". Executing a swing from inside to outside results in the ball flying 
from right to left. An exact direction of flight is only obtained if the club is 
guided in a plane in the intended direction of flight of the ball. 


SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 


The object of the present invention is to develop a training 
apparatus for practicing the hitting of golf balls in the proper direction. 

In keeping with these objects and with others, one feature of 
the present invention resides in a golf training apparatus for practicing 
straight hits with a rack, which has a rod aligned horizontally and parallel to 
the desired hitting direction, wherein the rod is fastened to a rack at a 
distance to the rack, such that the golf club may be swung through 
underneath the rod. Thus, the rod is an optical guiding aid for the golfer. 

In accordance with the invention. It is advantageous If the rod 
is disposed approximately at the height of the forearm, since this measure 
enables a particularly good optical control of ones arm movement. The rod 
thereby defines the correct direction of stance for the player. The training 
apparatus is also suited as aid for the so called short game, i.e. for shorter 
approaching hits. 

In accordance with the invention, in order to avoid the risk of 
injuries of the golfer, at least the rod, preferably also the extension, may be 


formed by an inflatable foil hose. Should the golfer execute his hit too close 
to the rod and thus touch the rod, the soft foil tube just gives way. This 
allows the golfer to execute his hit without hindering due to feared injuries by 
the training apparatus. 

The inventive inflatable embodiment of the rod and the 
extension as the further advantage that the training apparatus does not take 
up much space if not in use. 

In accordance with the invention, in order to still ensure fast 
putting into service, an airpump, which may preferably be manually 
operatable, may be disposed at the rack. 

In accordance with the invention, further advantages arise if the 
rack is adjustable in height. Thus, it may be easily adjusted to golfers or 
different height. The extension may also be extendably disposed on the 
rack, in order to be able to vary the distance of the rod from the rack. 
Furthermore, it is useful If the whole training apparatus isdismountable, such 
that it may be easily be transported in the boot of a car or in the baggage. 


The novel features which are considered as characteristic for 
the present invention are set forth in particular in the appended claims. The 
invention itself, however, both as to its construction and its method of 
operation, together with additional objects and advantages thereof, will be 
best understood from the following description of specific embodiments when 
read in connection with the accompanying drawings. 


BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 


Figure 1 is a view showing a perspective view of a first 
embodiment of a training apparatus in accordance with the present invention; 

Figure 2 is a view showing a perspective view of a second 
embodimentof a training apparatus in accordance with the present invention. 


DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED EMBODIMENTS 


Figure 1 shows a golf training apparatus 10 with a rack 11 
comprising a footing 12, a vertical tube 13 and a tube 14 extendable 
therefrom and lockable. An extension 15 is fixed to the extendable tube 14 
and carries a horizontal rod 1 6 at its front end. The rod 1 6 and the extension 
15 are made of a foil tube and are inflatable. For inflating a manually 
operatable air pump 18 is disposed at a section 15.1 of the extension 15. 

The rod 16 is disposed approximately at the height of the 
forearm of a golfer. The distance of the rod 1 6 from the rack 1 1 is such that 
the golf club may be comfortably swung through undemeath the rod 16. 
Thus, a golf ball 1 7 may be put on the ground underneath the rod 1 6 and the 
rod 1 6 may be used as an optical control for an absolutely straight execution 
of the club swing. 

Since the rod 1 6 and the extension 1 5 are formed as foil tubes, 
touching of the rod 16 by the golfer is harmless and not accompanied with 
a risk of injuries. Due to the tube 14 being extendable from the tube 13 and 
due to the locking means 19, which can be formed as conventional locking 


means, the rod 1 6 may be easily adjusted in its height to golfers of different 
height. 

The tube 13 may also be completely extracted from tube 14 
such that the rack 1 1 is dismountable. The rod 1 6 and the extension 1 5 take 
up little space in the unfilled state such that the training apparatus may be 
stored in a space-saving manner if not in use, and may be easily transported. 

The second embodiment 1 0' of a golf training apparatus shown 
in Fig. 2 differs from the golf training apparatus 10 of Figure 1 in that the tube 
13* of the rack 11' does not comprise a footing 12, but instead has a point 
13.1 , by means of which the tube 13* may be pushed into the ground. 

It will be understood that each of the elements described 
above, or two or more together, may also find a useful applicafion in other 
types of constructions differing from the types described above. 

While the invention has been illustrated and described as 
embodied in golf training apparatus, it is not intended to be limited to the 
details shown, since various modifications and structural changes may be 
made without departing in any way from the spirit of the present invention. 


Without further analysis, the foregoing will so fully reveal the 
gist of the present invention that others can, by applying current knowledge, 
readily adapt it for various applications without omitting features that, from 
the standpoint of prior art, fairly constitute essential characteristics of the 
generic or specific aspects of this invention. 

What is claimed as new and desired to be protected by Letters 
Patent is set forth in the appended claims. 


